


Your 
Charitable 
Postie
As many of you will know,

Maggie has been a postman 
in the local area for 12 years. As 
a key worker he has been on the 
job throughout the pandemic, 
but he has still been able to get 
out there and raise money for 
good causes. He has dressed up 
in an army uniform and as an 
Elf at Christmas. From this he 
raised £1300 towards Broxtowe 
Mayor’s charity and £671 for the 
Stapleford Mutual Aid Group 
hampers.

You will soon see him out 
and about dressed as a chicken 
- just in time for Easter! This
time he will be raising money
for the Mutual Aid Group and
contributions to Ivan’s hot meals
from the White Lion in Bramcote.

If you’d like to donate to the 
fundraiser please use this link: 
justgiving.com/crowdfunding/
susan-paterson-3

Pla ters
S ue Paterson played a role and got her hands dirty

helping spruce up the planters on Walter Parker 
Memorial quare. As a local town councillor, many 
local residents complained to her about the state of the 
planters and the look of the high street. Sue listened to 
these complaints and, together with other councillors, set 
about bringing them back to life.

As town councillors, Sue and Maggie were involved in 
the decision to appoint a new town ranger to look after 
the planters and local allotments: they are now in place 
and the council are looking for green-fingered volunteers 
to help him out.

Contact: town.ranger@stapleford-tc.gov.uk

Stapleford Tow  Cou cil 
B oth of your candidates sit on Stapleford Town

Council, representing local residents on local issues. 
As members of the Labour group they have been 
heavily involved in the good changes that the council 
has been able to implement in Stapleford.

They have been key players in formulating proper 
best practices at the town council and establishing, 
among others, the events, human resources, and 
allotment committees. As councillors who care 
deeply for the environment, they have also voted in 
favour of declaring a climate emergency and making 
a commitment to being ‘net zero’ by making use of a 

Safety a d Sec urity
Making sure that our area is safe for those who

live here is the top priority for Sue and Maggie. 
Together with other councillors on Stapleford Town 
Council they wanted to employ a youth engagement 
o cer to work alongside our young residents and help 
reduce youth crime. For the majority of residents this 
would have meant a 21p increase in their contribution 
to the town’s precept. Sadly this was voted down by 
other councillors -  led by the Liberal Democrats. We 
however, know that Stapleford parents value their 
children’s safety at a great deal more than a mere 21p 
a week. Because they had to vote down the increase 
in order to get the rest of the budget passed for the 
people of Stapleford, Sue and Maggie are now looking 
for other ways of making this happen. 

Last month, Paddy Tipping came to visit Sue and 
Maggie in Stapleford. They met with local residents near 
Hickings Lane to discuss the safety and security of our 
community. Following this meeting, Sue and Maggie 
were able  to secure £25,000 in funding for projects in 
Stapleford. They will both sit on the steering group that 
will decide exactly what will be done with the money; but 
currently they favour installing better lighting on our 
parks.

As Police and Crime Commissioner he is responsible, 
in consultation with the Chief Constable, for setting the 
police budget and designing the Police and Crime Plan, 
which sets the direction for police service delivery in 
Nottinghamshire. Paddy was elected in November 2012 
and re-elected with an overwhelming majority in May 
2016. Vote to re-elect him again on Thursday 6th May 
2021.



Dece t Housi g
B oth of our County Council candidates have a passion

for a fair deal and decent housing for local people. 
Maggie and Sue support the Labour coalition at Broxtowe 

initiatives, such as: building dementia-friendly bungalows 
and creating new accommodation for our veterans - 
especially those coming to the Oakfield Road garage site.

The council are also bringing former council houses 
back into public control, purchasing 7 in the past 
12 months. The aim is to make sure that your local 
government is able to help as many people in our 
community as possible get into safe and secure housing.

If you live in a former council house and are interested 
in selling, please contact the Housing Team on 0115 917 
3623 or email acquisitions@broxtowe.gov.uk.

Ca didate Stateme ts
Sue Paterson

“It’s an honour to be 
selected to stand for 
Stapleford and Broxtowe 
Central in the upcoming 
County Council elections. 
Stapleford has been my 
home for over 22 years, 
and my extended family 
have lived here since 
1978. Stapleford is where 
we made our home and 
raised our children.

 Like many of you, 
growing up in a small 
town gave me a real sense 
of community. This has never left me and it is at the 
heart of everything I do. I spend my time out and about, 
talking to local people about their concerns and helping 
where I can. After sitting on Stapleford Town Council 
for the last two years it has become glaringly obvious 
that Stapleford is hugely underrepresented at County 
Council level. I will be the strong voice that this area so 
desperately needs and deserves.”

John ‘Maggie’ McGrath 

“I am Stapleford born and 
bred and I feel very lucky 
and privileged to have 
been chosen to represent 
not only Stapleford but 
the beautiful villages 
of Awsworth, Cossall 
and Trowell and nearby 
countryside.

I’ve brought my family 
up in this area, I run a 
local pub (The Old Cross) 
and I’m a local postman 
too. I’ve worked hard for 
many years as a Town and Borough Councillor and 
there’s been a lack of representation for Stapleford and 
Broxtowe Central under the Tories for all that time.

It’s important to me that we address the issues we have 
with public transport and making sure vulnerable people 
in our communities are not left isolated and out of touch 
with the outside world; something I’ve worked hard to 
achieve during the last 9 months. If you elect me in May, 
I will fight for these things and so much more.”

4  years

Potholes (the   a d ow) 
he roads in Stapleford are in a shocking state. Potholes
damage our cars, make it dangerous for cyclists and T

harder for the elderly to safely cross the road. It’s hard 
to find a worse example than Nottingham Road. These 
issues were raised with the current Conservative County 
Councillors at the last elections four years ago, and yet 
they are still in exactly the same state! Sue and Maggie 
took photos of the problem way back in 2017 and were 
disappointed to see that nothing has changed. The local 
Tories say they have spent £106m on road repairs in the last 
four years: it doesn’t look like much of it was spent in 
Stapleford!

Both of your Labour candidates are committed to 
working in the interests of residents and will place 
Stapleford roads on the council’s waiting list for repairs as 
soon as they’re elected. 



Bygo e Stapleford
S tapleford is a town with over a thousand years of

history and throughout that time, community has 
always been at its heart: local people who care about local 
issues.

Looking back at Stapleford just a hundred years ago, things 

village still, surrounded by farmland, but there were many 
flourishing industries both in Stapleford itself and nearby. 
There was a railway station in Stapleford then, and the 
Midland Railway Company which ran the line from Derby, 
employed local men as plate layers, wagon builders, firemen, 
clerks, guards and drivers, and the lace factories in Stapleford 
and Sandiacre provided work for over a hundred men and 
women.  There were also miners from Stapleford working 
down the pit in Trowell, and there was employment at the 
iron works in Stanton. All of these industries provided a 
framework around which the community was based. 

Although those industries no longer exist, we still have our 
local high street, our local people and our local community. 
As we move ever further into the future, we need to hold on 
to this and remember to keep thinking locally.

Postal Votes/ 
register to 
vote
The elections in May are crucial 
when it comes to building the kind 
of community you want in your 
local area. In order to have your say 
make sure you vote. 

Register to vote: www.gov.uk/register-to-vote
Postal Vote: email elections@broxtowe.gov.uk  
and they will send you a form

Co  tac t the 
team

Meet your local Labour 
team: John McGrath and 
Sue Paterson. If you have 

any issues you’d like to 
discuss with any of us, please 

contact us at Broxtowe 
Labour:

 Tel: 07970070159
e: ask@broxtowelabour.com 

wordsearch

(email us for the answers!)
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Reside  ts 
survey

We’d like to hear 
from you to inform 
future issues and to 
help us know how 

best to support your 
community.

Please scan the QR 
code to access the 

survey: 

FURLONG

DENVER

BIRLEY

JUDSON

CLAREHAVEN

SILVERDALE

OLDCROSS

MARSHALL

HILLFIELD

GRENVILLE

This is The Roach in 1955. 

Do you have an old photo of Stapleford? We’d love to 
see it and perhaps use it in our next edition of Labourhood 
News. Please send it to broxtowelabour@gmail.com




