
Nottinghamshire County Council isn’t 
Westminster. It isn’t a far-off place 
making policies that impact our 
towns with no regard for their unique 

character or challenges our communities 
face. The state of our roads, the social care we 
receive and decisions affecting our schools are 
all decided locally, here in Nottinghamshire. 
It is, therefore, vital that we have dedicated 
community champions representing us; local 
councillors dedicated to our towns and our 
people; people who live in our communities 
and understand us.

For too long we have been represented 
by County Councillors who we only see at 
election time. Happy to pick up the expense 
allowances but who can’t be bothered to 
respond to an email, answer a telephone 
call or hold an advice surgery. Councillors 
who have been glaring in their absence this 
past year as the people of Stapleford have 
struggled through the pandemic.

This is why our communities need to elect 
councillors who live amongst us; councillors 
who face the same challenges as those they 

represent; councillors you will see out and 
about in our communities that you can stop 
and talk to. Because they live here too.

John ‘Maggie’ McGrath and Sue Paterson 
have been busy all year working on your 
behalf. They have worked with local 
community organisations to help our 
residents through an awful year. They 
have organised fund-raisers, hot meals, aid 
packages and much more, working with 
the local fire crew and Stapleford Town 
Football Club, Shaz’s Angels, Stapleford and 
Surrounding Areas Mutual Aid Support Group 
and many other grassroots organisations. 

Maggie and Sue have already been plugging 
the gaps that should’ve been filled by your 
current county councillors. Imagine what 
more they could do with direct access, as 
elected representatives, to the county council?

Our towns deserve better. Our people 
deserve better. Stapleford should get a fair deal 
from the council, with the funding to match. 
Maggie and Sue are determined that you 
get it. That’s why you should vote for these 
community champions on May 6th.
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Our Commu  ity is Your Commu  ity

In the 2017 
elections, it was 
so close here in 

Stapleford. There 
was only 145 votes 

between Labour 
and the Tories. It 

is a two horse race 
here, and we want 
ours to win. A vote 
for Sue and Maggie 

is a vote for your 
community. 

Make sure you get 
out and vote on 

May 6th!
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“Sue is such a hard 
worker for the people 
of Broxtowe I have no 
doubt she will do great 
things as a county 
councillor. Her positive 
energy and enthusiasm 
to get involved in often 
overlooked areas of the 
community has shown 
that she has the ability 
to get things done.

Dan Gibbs

“I’ve worked alongside Sue for 
a couple of years now,  she’s 
committed to the community and 
has been relentless in ensuring 
community needs are met. She’s 
built up a good team network 
involving not just council members 
but local people.  She has become 
a figure in Stapleford that people 
look up to and confide in.“

Sharon Hands

“I have been working with Sue 
Paterson for pretty much the 
whole of the pandemic.

She has been exemplary in 
organising the distribution and 
delivery of the meals we have 
been preparing and cooking at 
the White Lion. She has ensured 
that our vulnerable and infirm 
have not been left in need. For 
me, she exemplifies the absolute 
best of traditional Labour values, 
working in and for our community, 
doing the best she can for the 
people who live here. Sue has 
been determined that Stapleford 
residents would not suffer. She is 
fiercely dedicated to helping others 
and I just wish all politicians were 
as honest, sincere and dedicated .”

Ivan Greensmith

Update 
from Paddy
Earlier this month Paddy Tipping, 
Labour’s Police and Crime 
Commissioner for Nottinghamshire, 
announced a £25,000 fund for 
parts of Stapleford. The fund was 
put in place to focus on the area 
surrounding Hickings Lane playing 
field, which has been the site of 
recent serious and tragic incidents.  

Operation Larkspur is already 
underway by Nottinghamshire 
Police, with proactive patrols 
focused on the town centre and 
open spaces to tackle ASB, violence 
and drug dealing. This fund will 
enhance this activity whilst also 
putting in place better lighting, 
CCTV and other target hardening 
measures in the area.  

Paddy Tipping said: “I’ve visited the 
site and talked to the community. 
The Neighbourhood Police Team 
is very active in the area, but there 
is more to be done. People living 
in the area want to feel safe and 
secure and this funding will provide 
a building block in making that a 
reality.” 

Sue Paterson said “We’ve been 
working closely with the community 
in raising these issues, and am really 
pleased that Paddy has recognised 
this and has created a fund, making 
this investment in Stapleford. I’m 
confident that it will make a real 
difference to the area.”  

John McGrath said “Progress is 
already being made in Stapleford, 
and I am keen we build on that. 
We know that that better lighting, 
CCTV and home security can make 
a difference, and this is a big step in 
delivering a safer Stapleford.”

Mutual Aid Group 
Sue and Maggie helped set up 

the Mutual Aid Group last year in 
response to the pandemic. As you’ve 

probably seen on Facebook, they have 
sent out hundreds of food parcels to 

vulnerable people in Stapleford and raised 
thousands of pounds for good causes. 

It has been a long time since Stapleford 
has had county councillors that live in the 
community, are part of the community 
and love the 
community. It is this 
spirit that they will 
bring to representing 
you: fighting for 
the community 
and providing the 
services Stapleford 
deserves. 



No empty promises or 
pledges, just Action.

Borough Council
Maggie has been a borough councillor for 14 
years, representing Stapleford South West. He 

has been involved in many decisions that have 
improved the lives of people living in the area. 

He brings a passion for the local community 
to his role, often speaking up for Stapleford on 

committees such as Housing, Planning, Jobs and 
Economy. He is most proud of having helped 

Stapleford Town Football Club develop Hickings 
Lane Rec, and aiding them in securing the lease for 

their pitches. 

More recently he has been 
crucial in securing the new 

market that is coming to 
Walter Parker Square; having 

found many vendors to come 
and sell their products.

Charity
Maggie has been involved in many fundraising 

campaigns over the years. He has raised thousands 
of pounds for lots of causes. He runs a golf day for 
the Broxtowe Mayor’s charity and often dresses up 
in comical outfits on his rounds as the local postie. 

“Sue and Maggie work 
so hard for Stapleford 

and our local community 
and during the current 
Coronavirus pandemic 

have worked tirelessly to 
make sure the vulnerable 

and needy do not go 
without and we as a 

football club, Stapleford 
Town FC felt privileged 
to help and support the 

fantastic work they have 
done with others.”

Pete Scott

Town Council 
Both candidates sit on Stapleford Town 
Council where they fight for the best deal for 
the residents of Stapleford. Some of their recent 
achievements include designing and installing 
the poppy display outside the Arthur Mee centre 
and creating the virtual Armistice Day event. Both 
of these were community activities - something 
that is always at the centre of everything they do. 

They have recently been opposing the Liberal 
Democrats in their attempts to sell off the 
Carnegie Civic Centre. Sue and Maggie believe 
in keeping community assets for the benefit of 
the public so are currently looking into proposals 
for how to make best use of the Carnegie. They 
are currently taking the first steps to see if it can 
be turned into a registry office. This would bring 
much needed revenue for the town council to 
continue providing services for the people of 
Stapleford. 



Bleed co trol Kits
These kits are publicly accessible, a bit like defibrillators 
and are designed for any layperson or bystander to 
use as a first response to an accident or emergency 
where bleeding needs to be controlled. The Daniel Baird 
Foundation is working with the ambulance service to get 
these kits registered so that they can be used when they 
are needed. 

A GoFundMe page was set up and the response has been 
fantastic. The first kit and cabinet have been purchased, 
and a location has been found on the high street for it to 
be placed. It is looking like we will have the first one in 
place in the coming weeks. 

Both Sue and Sharon Hands are 
delighted to be working with Lynn 
Baird on this. Nearly two thousand 
pounds has been raised to fund this.

‘Well done Stapleford, you are 
amazing!’

Access to our Parks 
We’re pleased to see the new gate installed, along with 
improvements to the uneven pavement at the entrance 
of Peatfield Road Recreation Ground. At the height of 
lockdown when more people were using our open 
spaces, Sue and Magige were contacted by a disabled 
resident who informed them she was struggling to 
access the park because of the anti-bike entrance. This 
was not only causing a problem for mobility scooters 
but also larger prams and wheelchairs. They contacted 
the relevant officer at Broxtowe Borough, who listened 
to concerns and saw that the work was carried out.

After receiving this report, Maggie and Sue decided to do 
a review of all our local parks to see how disability-friendly 
they are, our parks are lacking in inclusive play equipment, 
something that both of us think needs addressing.

Sue said: “Before lockdown, I used to travel to parks all 
over with my granddaughters, and it’s not unusual to 
see inclusive play equip-
ment on parks, and I think 
this is something that 
needs addressing if we are 
going to become a more 
inclusive society”.

Da  Gibbs
Stapleford Town Council are delighted to welcome 
two new councillors, one of which is our very own 
Dan Gibbs; local family man and firefighter. Dan has a 
background in the charity and volunteering sector. We 
look forward to working with both the new councillors 
for the  improvement of Stapleford.

Guess 
Where?
To the left are four 
zoomed-in pictures 
of places around 
Stapleford. Can you 
guess where they 
are?

To find out email 
broxtowelabour@
gmail.com
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C rossword

(email us for the answers!)

Use this to donate

Across
2.   keep safe from harm
4.   0115 is our dialing...
6.   local primary school
7.   more desirable
8.   surroundings or conditions
10. provision for health and 
      protecting

Down
1.  bus company, Trent...
3.  groups of people living together
5.  town nickname
9.  swamp or wetland


